Reagents available for laboratory, research, and tfinicsl use ane ofien acquired with a specified expiration date. Yet, many are no(, depending on the manufacturer and neageni type. VWiai a manufacture* daes is frequency determined by haw >hey label ifie product.
characteristic it possessed a! (he time of manufactureV Aliriough sheff life and expiation dating can be drsimctly different in practice, they are Frequently considered interchangeably. FDA defines (hese characteristics separaleJy, shelf life being 'Ihe term or period dunng which a commodity remains suitable for Inlended use"; expiration dating being "iFie termination of shelf fife, after which a percentage afibe commodity, e.g., medical devices, map no longer function as intended". As laboratory reagents are generally tested in the same manner and considerations as pharmaceutical 6 Orer the Inngei tjme frame. In terms of rot-to-lot variation, i( is required in at th^e be process validation for the manufacture gf clinical use reagbnts^fie., validation thai each lot produced is ideniical to the one before itj, and this is usually paralleled v-i|h slability testing. Wilh re^nt expsctsiions of vendors becoming more rigid, many are forfiowng these "geod manufacturing practices" {GMP) fa noncflfical neagents as well. Thus, b/ validaiing each Igt manufacture as identical {is., meets identical sperifieatiens), stabilily isesgentielly validated as well.
C&nfianies will generally put at leasi cne lot/year into stability (esiing, or each lot if made fass than once per yea', witfi a minimum of (hree lots ta establish a stability base line.
The-actual siabilily tijne paints are relatively siantfgnd across reagent type, whether device or drug. This Is commanl </ every three months over fhe first year, every six months for 1he second yesr, 2nd ennuglty (hereafter*^6. Most reagent claJms of stability will no; extend beyond Ihree years. These "rsal-time" stabflity dala are required in a'l cases, but are frequently prefaced and apprc-yi mated by "accelersied' or slness stability tesllng> 6a An accsleraied tasting program inTOlves subjecting (he reagent In exaggerated or stnessed sioraee condilrans in an effort to simulate Ihe effecis of long-iem stcrage. 3^6E For BiEnplg. a
STOP HASSLING WITH MULTIPLE SERVICE CONTRACTS!
START by putting all of your instruments under one contract with MAS (regardless of make or model). Our expert EM SERVICE GROUP has the knowledge and skill to keep your instrumentation working at its best. (b) Evaluate a six (6) month old solulion of (he product in question at a storage temparaturE of 4S^C, assuming normal storage being at an smbiant tertiperature Df25°C.
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(e) A storage daterioratiofi factor such as 'Cm' is employed. In this particular melted, QID assumes that Ihe "ratio of limes to equivalent damage at too temperatures, usually \QQ C apart 1 is a constant. 6 In this case, dm = 1.8.
(dj The 'acceleration factor 1 is Ihen equal to 1.6* = 3.24. 
